CONTRIBUTIONS TO "THE EXAMINER"

the head, by the name of "the Faction": which is
unlike the phrase of the Nonjurors, who dignifying one or
two deprived bishops, and half a score clergymen of the
same stamp, with the title of the "Church of England," ex-
clude all the rest as schismatics; or like the Presbyterians,
laying the same accusation, with equal justice, against the
established religion.

And here it may be worth inquiring what are the true
characteristics of a faction, or how it is to be distinguished
from that great body of the people who are friends to the
constitution ? The heads of a faction, are usually a set of
upstarts, or men ruined in their fortunes, whom some great
change in a government, did at first, out of their obscurity,
produce upon the stage. They associate themselves with
those who dislike the old establishment, religious and civiL
They are full of new schemes in politics and divinity; they
have an incurable hatred against the old nobility, and
strengthen their party by dependants raised from the lowest
of the people; they have several ways of working themselves
into power; but they are sure to be called when a corrupt
administration wants to be supported, against those who are
endeavouring at a reformation; and they firmly observe that
celebrated maxim of preserving power by the same arts it is
attained. They act with the spirit of those who believe
their time is but short; and their first care is to heap up
immense riches at the public expense; in which they have
two ends, beside that common one of insatiable avarice;
which are, to make themselves necessary, and to keep the
Commonwealth in dependence: Thus they hope to compass
their design, which is, instead of fitting their principles to
the constitution, to alter and adjust the constitution to their
own pernicious principles.

It is easy determining by this test, to which side the name
of faction most properly belongs. But however, I will give
them any system of law or regal government, from William
the Conqueror to this present time, to try whether they can
tally it with their late models; excepting only that of Crom-
well, whom perhaps they will reckon for a monarch.

If the present ministry, and so great a majority in the
Parliament and Kingdom, be only a faction, it must appear
by some actions which answers the idea we usually conceive